Field Notes – Herpetology 2005

23 September 2005

Left Boone finally at 4:45 PM.  Participants were Evan Pannkuk, Sarah Frazier, Jeremy Webb, Foster ______ and R. W. Van Devender

VA: Wise Co.: Big Black Mountain along SR 160: 8:00 PM


Crotalus horridus – yellow animal about 2.5 ft long crossing road – photographed

KY: Harlan Co.: Big Black Mountain, along Hwy 160 about 0.3 road  mi. W VA state


 line.  Steep hillside with open understory and many logs in fairly advanced state 
of decay.  One temporary streambed occupied the area searched.  Soil and leaf 
litter very dry.  (36o  55.065’ N, 83o  52.181’ W, 3671 ft elevation)  On site from 
about 8:25 PM until 10:00 PM.

Herps:

Desmognathus welteri – 3 collected of ca 10 seen in and near the streambed

Desmognathus ochrophaeus – 10 of several dozen collected, mostly from the 

streambed

Plethodon glutinosus – 3 adults and 2-4 juveniles collected under logs and in

 
burrows

Plethodon kentucki – 5 adults and 2-4 juveniles collected under logs and in

 
burrows

Plethodon richmondi – 1 adult and 5 juveniles collected under logs

Notophthalmus viridescens – 4 efts found under logs or bark, 2 (1 large, 1 small) 

under bark of large log in streambed

Snails:

Haplotrema concavum – several broken shells seen

Philomycus species – 1 crawling well above the ground on bark of log 

Neohelix albolabris – several large shells in several states of decomposition

Mesodon normalis? – 2 very large shell

Mesodon zaletus? – 1 shell may be this

Triodopsis ? tridentata – several shells and 1-2 live animals under logs

Patera appressus - several shells and 1-2 live animals under logs

Stenotrema species – 1 or 2 found

Discus patulus – 1 shell

Gastrodonta interna – 1 individual

Mesomphix species 

Glyphyalinia species

Small zonitids – several

23-24 September 2005

KY: Letcher Co.: near Cumberland at Kingdom Come State Park picnic and 

camping area.  (36o  59.565’ N, 82o  58.871 W, 2409’ elevation)  Cleared area with temporary stream and several human structures.  Small lake a bit downhill from campsite.  Poked around for awhile at night and again in the morning before leaving.

Herps:

Eurycea longicauda longicauda – about 6 individuals seen under rocks along dry 

streambed

Notophthalmus viridescens – several (3-4) individuals seen at night under

Rocks along streambed, 1 very large eft found active in the morning behind rock wall separating it from the lake.  When it was placed in shallow water at edge of lake, it repelled water effectively, but eventually forced itself through the air-water barrier and swam off into deeper water.

Mammals:

Tamias striatus – 1 chipmunk seen in the leaf litter in the morning


Ursus americanus – 1 black bear trashed several trash cans around the 

campground but was not observed by us.

Snails:

Philomycus species – 1 seen and photographed on tree trunk at night; 5, including 

on very small individual, collected under bark and rocks in morning.

Helicodiscus species – 2 in drift in campground

Gastrocopta armifera – 1 under rock

Strobilops  species – 1 in drift, 1 under rock

Ventridens 2 species – in drift and under rock

KY: Harlan Co.: Cumberland, railroad tracks at Hwy 160 about 1 mi W US 119.  10:30-

11:30 AM.

Herps:

Eumeces fasciatus – 1 of 3 collected.  Under rairoad tie.


Snails:

Triodopsis ? hopetonensis – abundant under rocks and debris

Vallonia species – common in soil under debris

Gastrocopta 2-3 species –

Pupoides? – several under boards in soil

KY: Harlan Co.: Pine Mountain along SR 2010 W of Putney (36o  55.777’ N, 83o  

11.681’ W,  2424 ft. elevation).  Steep hillside and roadside rock faces.  11:50 AM-12:35 PM)


Snails:


Philomycus species – juvenile feeding on bracket fungus – photo


Appalachina sayana – 1 live, several shells in leaf litter at base of roadcut


Triodopsis tridentata – several shells and alive in leaf litter at base of roadcut


Neohelix albolabris – several shells including fresh material


Patera perigrapta or P. appressa – under rock overhangs and in leaf litter


Ventridens  2? species – in leaf litter and in bottles beside road


Mesomphix cupreus – several shells


Mesomphix species – several shells and alive


Stenotrema species – one on stem above ground

KY: Harlan Co.: top of Big Black Mountain road (hwy 160) 0.01 miles W Wise Co., VA 

Line: 1:20-1:40 PM – wooded area along road

Herps:

Plethodon richmondi – 1

Plethodon kentucki? – 1 juvenile

Snails:

Appalachina sayana – several shells left by mammalian predator

Triodopsis tridentata – 1 alive

Ventridens species – 1 shell

Stenotrema species – 1 alive

Returned to Boone by 4:40 PM.

Herpetology - Fall 2005

Field Notes

30 September 2005

Went to Hickory Nut Gorge area with Monique Eckerd, Evan Pannkuk, Shawn Villalpando, and Matt Gilbert

Left Boone after lab.

NC: McDowell Co.: US 221 ca 5 miles N. Tom's Creek Road:  billboard beside road


Snails under borad:



Triodopsis tridentata


Neohelix albolabris


Inflectarius species


Zonitoides arboreus

NC: Henderson Co.: Grant Mountain Road at top of Hickory Nut Gorge: cleared field with logs and a couple of abandoned houses in the woods:  approximately 6:00-7:20 PM


Herps:


Agkistrodon contortrix - 2 found under tin at abandoned house - 1 collected for 


show and tell - it gave birth to 7 babies on October 4 or 5

NC: Henderson Co.: Grant Mountain Road about 1 mile down from ridge crest towards US 74A:  trash piles and adjacent woods on steep slope: approximately 6:50-7:20 PM


Herps:

Coluber constrictor - 1 juvenile seen under trash


Desmognathus carolinensis - 1 or 2 seen under logs

Supper (Mexican) in Lake Lure

NC: Henderson Co.: US 74A approximately 0.75 road miles W NC 9: rock shelter and rocky roadside: about 8:30-5:50 PM:  35o  27.309' N, 82o  17.835' W, 2102' elev.


Herps:


Plethodon longicrus - 1 very large male seen along road


Plethodon amplus - several juveniles and adults seen in and around rock shelter


Snails:


Mesomphix subplanus - 1 shell found along road


Philomycus species - 2-3 seen on rock faces along road


Patera perigrapta - several seen in rock shelter and on rocks along road

NC: Henderson Co.: Grant Mountain Road 0.75-1 mi. "S" of US 74A: road cuts and rocky stream: 9:00-10:15 PM:  35o  27.829' N, 82o  19.322' W, 2357' elev.


Herps:

Plethodon longicrus - several juveniles and 1 adult seen along road cuts after a 


while - photos


Plethodon amplus - many juveniles and a few adults on road cuts - photos


Plethodon cylidraceus - at least one juvenile and adult on road cuts - photos


Eurycea wilderae - 2 on road cuts - photos


Desmognathus carolinensis - 2 from streamside 


Desmognathus quadramaculatus- 1 from streamside


Snails:


Mesomphix subplanus - 1


Philomycus species - 1 from road - photos


Patera perigrapta - 1 from rock face along road

NC: Buncombe Co.: NC 9 - Road kills


Elaphe obsoleta


Thamnophis sirtalis

NC: Buncombe Co.: NC 9 at Lakey Gap: roadsides and driveways at continental divide


11:00-11:30 PM: 35o  35.022' N, 82o  18.116' W, 2981' elev.


Herps:

Plethodon cylindraceus - several seen along roads including one dead in ditch


Plethodon amplus - several on road cuts


Snails:


Mesodon normalis - 1 along road


Pateral perigrapta - 1 in rock wall


Philomycus species- 2 of different appearance

Back to Boone around 1:45 AM

Herpetology Fall 2005
Field Notes

21-22 October 2005

Left Boone for western NC at 3:00 PM with Monique Eckerd and Amy Van Devender.

Site 1.  NC: Graham Co.: Cheoah Mountains, woods and roadcut along NC 143 just S


Stecoah Gap: 35o 21. 465' N, 83 o 43.119' W, 3113 ft. elevation
     Herps:


Plethodon cheoah - 1 individual under a large log on a steep hillside


Plethodon teyahalee - 1 individual under a slab of bark along logging road


Desmognathus quadramaculatus - 2 seen along small stream


Desmognathus monticola? - 1 found along small stream

     Snails:


Fumonelix clarkii - many shells along road cut


Mesodon normalis - 1 live adult, 1 juvenile, several shells in woods


Inflectarius rugelii - several shells


Mesomphix 2? species - several shells and juveniles


Ventridens 2-3 species under logs and bark

Site 2. NC: Graham Co.: Snowbird Mts.: Nantahala National Forest, FR 81 about 1.3


road miles E of Cherohala Skyway: 35 o  20.554' N; 84 o  01.622' W, near 4400 ft. 
elev.
     Herps:


Plethodon shermani - 2 individuals active on surface along road


Desmognathus santeetlah - several individuals in roadside seeps and streams

Desmognathus quadramaculatus - 1 massive creature along stream - it bites!

Desmognathus ocoee - several found along small streams and seeps

Gyrinophilus porphyriticus dunni - 1 on leaf along road

     Snails:


Inflectarius rugelii - 1 active on bare soil

Mesomphix species - two juveniles


Philomycus species - 1 on ground at top of roadcut

Glyphyalinia carolinensis? - 1 found in seep but lost

Site 3.  NC: Graham Co.: Snowbird Mts.: Nantahala National Forest: junction Cherohala 
Skyway and FR 81 - near 4500 ft. elevation
     Snails:


Inflectarius rugelii - several shells in road rubble


Mesomphix species - several shells in road rubble

22 X 2005

Site 4.  NC: Graham Co.: Nantahala National Forest: Horse Cove Campground and woods along road above campground: 35 o 21.915' N; 83 o 55.200' N, 2186 ft elev.
     Herps:

Plethodon teyahalee - 1 under large rock beside road - active at 1:00 AM


Desmognathus monticola -  1 active near stream at 1:00 AM


Eurycea wilderae - 1 under log near stream


Thamnophis sirtalis - 1 fresh road kill at 9:30 AM

     Snails:


Mesomphix species - under logs and along rockface and in leaf litter


Ventridens 2-3 species - under logs in woods and along rock face


Discus species - 1 under rock in camp


Fumonelix wheatleyi - live and dead along rockface


Patera perigrapta - on tree in camp and along rock face


Mesodon normalis - alive in camp and along rock face


Inflectarius rugelii - several under litter below rock face

Stenotrema fraternum - 4 found on tree bark in camp after 1:00 AM - 2-5 feet 


above ground on Liriodendron tulipifera trees


Glyphyalinia species - under litter


small Mesomphix being eaten by carabid beetle


Philomycus species - 2 slugs on log beside road and 2 under bark of large stump

Site 5.  NC: Graham Co.: Nantahala National Forest, NC 143 ca. 4-5 mi. from Horse 
Cove Campground towards Santeetlah: under roadside black walnut
     Snails:


Mesomphix species - under leaf litter and a stone


Stenotrema species (very small) - in soil under litter and stone


Stenotrema fraternum - in soil under leaf litter


Inflectarius rugelii - in soil under leaf litter and stone


small zonitids - in soil under leaf litter and stone

22 X 2005 (continued)

Site 6. NC: Graham Co.: Unicoi Mts.: Nantahala National Forest: near Hangover Lead 
trailhead off FR 129:  (=Big Fat Gap or Big Flat Gap) Steep cove leading down to 
depression closed by road. Shale substrate and many logs in various states of 
decay:  35 o  24.863' N, 83 o  58.338'N, near 3000 ft. elev.


     Herps:


Desmognathus aeneus - 3 collected for observation and released - under leaf litter 


and small rocks


Eurycea wilderae - at least 4 seen on hillside under cover objects


Plethodon aureolus - more than 10 seen under shelter objects on hillside


Plethodon serratus - 1 inside small rotten log


Plethodon shermani - 2 found under cover objects


Plethodon teyahalee - 1 adult found under very large log

     Snails:


Anguispira species - several juveniles and adults - mostly shells


Discus species - under bark on log


Zonitoides arboreus ? - under bark on log


Mesomphix species - under shelter on hillside


Mesomphix cupreus - on hillside


Ventridens species - under litter on hillside


Appalachina chilhoweensis - 2 shells and 2 juveniles on slope under logs


Mesodon normalis - live and shells


Patera perigrapta - 1-2 shells


Xolotrema denotata - 1 partial shell


Inflectarius rugelii - several live and shells

