 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Herpetology Field Trip   4-7 October 2007
4 October 2007

Left Boone, NC at 5:10 with 4 students: Danielle Moore-Thomas, Austin Mikeal, Drew Scott, and Susan Eldridge

5 October 2007:

Finished shopping at WalMart off IH 26 exit 199 and headed for Honey Hill Campground.
Since it had been and was occasionally raining we searched the road on the way to camp and found the following:
Agkistrodon piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth - 1 live (some photos) and 1 dead on road 


(DOR)


Nerodia fasciata – banded water snake - 1 juvenile DOR


Elaphe guttata – corn snake – 1 DOR


Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog - several DOR’s


Bufo terrestris – southern toad – 1 DOR


Hyla cinerea – green treefrog – DOR

Arrived Honey Hill Campground at 0130 hrs and set up camp
Site 1

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, Honey Hill campground area – ground moist from rain and decorated with numerous mushrooms of several descriptions: 33o 10.459’ N; 79o 33.791’W; 83’

Bufo terrestris – several seen around campground


Anolis carolinensis – green anole – several seen on vegetation around campground


Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander - 1 adult active on ground


Sus scrofa – wild boar - 1 partial skull of juvenile 

Site 1a

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – SC hwy 45 between Honey Hill Campground and Wambaw Creek

On road after rain: ca: 0200 hrs


Hyla gratiosa – barking tree frog – 1 DOR 


Bufo terrestris – 1 DOR

Site 2
SC: Berkeley Co./Charleston Co. Line: SC 45 at Wambaw Creek; searched vegetation along road and edge of creek: from +/- 0200 hrs until +/- 0400 hrs.


Rana catesbeiana- bullfrog – several seen

Hyla cinerea – 1 adult found on vegetation

Alligator mississippiensis – American alligator – 1 5-5.5 foot animal seen under the 



Bridge

Anolis carolinensis – several juveniles seen in vegetation along road

Site 2a

SC: Charleston Co.: FMNF – SC hwy 45 between Wambaw Creek and FS road 211 on road after rain: ca: 0400 hrs

Nerodia erythrogaster – red-bellied water snake – 1 juvenile AOR


Hyla cinerea – 1 AOR seen

5 October 2007:

Up fairly early for breakfast.

Site 3

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – FS road 166 (Conifer Road) near junction with FS 171 


Terrapene carolina – eastern box turtle – 1 AOR (photos)

Site 4

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF: Fox Gully Branch at SC hwy 41, stream gauging station – slow trickle from reservoir into culvert: 33o 08.565’ N; 79o 46.565’ W: 48’– 4 minnow traps set (2 funnel traps and 2 mesh traps baited with Vienna sausage

Anolis carolinensis – several seen
Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog – heard calling

Elaphe guttata – 1 partial DOR seen















Site 5
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, Fox Gully Branch at westernmost crossing with FS 159 (Yellowjacket Road) – stream gauging station and low, wet woods.  No water moving past weir - 4 minnow traps set (2 funnel traps and 2 mesh traps baited with Vienna sausage)

Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Sternotherus odoratus – common musk turtle or stinkpot turtle –1 shell found beside pool
Rana utricularia – several seen jumping into pool

Mammals:
Sorex longirostris – southeastern shrew – 2 juveniles found under bark on large rotten 

log (photos)

Sus scrofa – 1 skull found

Snails:

Ventridens intertextus – common on logs and ground (photos)

Mesomphix globosus – seen

Triodopsis hopetonensis – 1 juvenile seen on log
 Haplotrema concavum – 1 live animal seen

Site 6
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, Fox Gully Branch at FS 251-H– stream gauging station and low, wet woods.  No water moving past weir

Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Rana utricularia – several seen jumping into pool

Mammals:

Procyon lotor  – 1 skull found

Snails:

Ventridens intertextus – common on logs and ground (photos)

Mesomphix globosus – seen

5 October 2007: (continued)
Site 7
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, small tributary to Turkey Creek at FS 159 (Yellowjacket Road) – small stream with lots of leaf packs but surprisingly solid bottom with numerous rocks (coquina?).  
Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Rana utricularia – several seen jumping into stream

Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander – 2 (2 color morphs) under logs

Diadophis punctatus punctatus – southern ring-neck snake – 1 juvenile under debris

Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 2’ animal sought shelter under debris

Scincella laterale – ground skink – 1 or 2 collected in leaf litter

Snails:

Ventridens intertextus – common on logs and ground (photos)

Mesomphix globosus – seen

Mesodon thyroidus – adult and juveniles on palmetto leaves

Euconulus species – 2-3 live animals on palmetto leaves

Pupillid species – 2-3 live animals on palmetto leaves

Catinella species – several animals on palmetto leaves

Fish:

Anguilla americana – several juveniles in the leafy nuck

Site 8
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Huger Creek picnic area and road to boat launch – lunch stop
Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog – 1under log debris in picnic 


area

Bufo terrestris – 1 in picnic area

Snails:

Ventridens intertextus –on mushroom (photos)

Zonitoides arboreus – seen under bark on log in open

Mesodon thyroidus – adult under trash near boat ramp

Site 9
SC: Charleston Co.: FMNF – Fish Pond area near junction FS 217 & FS 202

Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Scincella laterale – seen

Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog – seen

Snails:

Polygyra (Lobosculum) pustuloides

Pupillids (2 species?)

Hawaiia minuscula

1 bag dirt collected

5 October 2007: (continued)
Site 10
SC: Charleston Co.: FMNF ranger station in McClellanville

Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Scaphiopus holbrooki – 1 in area around kiosk with hunter information (photos)

Snails:

Hawaiia minuscula – 1 on lip of Scaphiopus (photos)


Returned to camp to prepare supper for the whole group. Searched along edge of campground and SC Hwy 45 until others (Monique Eckerd + Michael Honeycut, Don Traub, Zeb Rollins, Avery Harris, and Ashley Carlisle) arrived.
Site 1

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, Honey Hill campground area – 

Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Scaphiopus holbrooki – 1 emerging from burrow shortly after dark

Bufo terrestris – several seen

Opheodrys aestivus – rough or keeled green snake – 1 on bush beside road

Mammals:

Shrew skull from bottle

Site 11
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, McConnel Boat Landing at N end FS 204-F: cypress swamp (mostly dry) between river levee and bluff up to pine woodlands: 33o 14.682’ N; 79o  31.254’ W; 31’ elevation. From about 10:30 hrs to 12:30 hrs:
Herps:

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Eurycea guttolineata – three lined salamander – 1 several females seen under logs, 

1 male with cirri found out moving on surface


Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamander – several juveniles and 1 male with 
enlarged cloacal area found under logs (photos)
Bufo terrestris – several seen

Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 2’ individual found near water in swamp

Scaphiopus holbrooki – several seen along edge of swamp on bluff side (photos)

Snails:

Ventridens intertextus

Mesomphix globosus

Haplotrema concavum

6 October 2007

Site 2a
SC: Charleston Co.: SC Hwy 45 between FS 211 and Wambaw Creek: about 0145hrs

Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix – southern copperhead – 1 AOR

Back to camp and to bed by 0200 hrs.
Up fairly early for breakfast.

Site 1 

Scaphiopus holbrooki – 1 found in tent


Site 12

SC: Charleston Co.: Santee Coastal Reserve – near E. end Gun Club Road at nature trail 


and adjacent swamps.  1030 -300 hrs


Herps:


Agkistrodon contortrix – 1 seen


Coluber constrictor priapis – southern black racer – 1 seen 


Nerodia fasciata – 1 juvenile found in debris at edge of swamp

Siren intermedia – 1juvenile from edge of swamp

Plethodon variolatus – several seen

Acris gryllus – several seen

Rana utricularia – several seen

Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog – several seen

Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog – 1 (photos)

Alligator mississippiensis – 3 seen along levees, 1 vertebra found in swamp
Kinosternon subrubrum – eastern mud turtle – found by visitor

Anolis carolinensis – duh!

Snails:

Mesomphix globosus

Bag of dirt from under logs


Site 13
SC: Charleston Co.: FMNF: Elmwood area FS 211 and FS 204: cypress swamp with dried edges: 33o 12.105’ N; 79o 28.156’ W; 59’
Herps:

Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 newborn seen

Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake - 1 juvenile (button only but 18-24” long) 


coiled atop a large rotten log – (photos)

Gastrophryne carolinensis – 1 juvenile seen

Anolis carolinensis - seen

Scincella laterale – seen

Rana utricularia – seen
Snails:
Ventridens intertextus

Triodopsis hopetonensis

Euglandina rosea

6 October 2007 (continued)

Site 14


SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF, along FS 212 near FS 212-F: wet roadside ditch in pine 


flatwoods.

Herps:


Acris gryllus – 3-4 seen (photos)


Rana utricularia – seen


Snails:


Polygyra postelliana – 1 live, several shells alongside ditch

Site 15

SC: Berkeley Co.: Round Pond Trailhead along SC Hwy 654S just N. junction FS 166, drying pond near campground and adjacent woods (recently burned)

Herps:

Thamnophis sauritus sauritus – eastern ribbon snake – 1 newborn

Bufo quercicus – oak toad - 1 adult from near the pond

Rana catesbeiana – several juveniles

Acris gryllus – couple seen

Snails:

Euglandina rosea
Ventridens demissus

Triodopsis hopetonensis

Triodopsis palustris?

Site 16


SC: Berkeley Co.: SC hwy 402 at Wadboo Bridge and adjacent roadside and pond
Herps:

Opheodrys aestivus – 2 on bushes

Anolis carolinensis – hundreds

Hyla cinerea – 2 seen

Bufo terrestris – seen

Nerodia fasciata – adult found in pond
Mammals:

Sus scrofa – carcass beside road

Procyon lotor – live animal beside road

Returned to camp via two routes:


Urocyon cinereoargenteus - gray fox – seen crossing the road

7 October 2007

Arrived at camp at 0045 hrs.

Up for breakfast by 0730 hrs.

Packed and left by 1000 hrs.

Arrived Riverbanks Zoo for lunch at 1230 and 1:00 hrs.  

Toured Zoo until 1600 hrs or 1700 hrs.

Back to Boone 2000 hrs or 2030 hrs.

Amphibian and Reptile Checklist for Trip (21 species)
Amphibia (15 species)
Caudata - Salamanders (5 species)

Ambystomatidae



Ambystoma opacum - marbled salamander



Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander

Plethodontidae



Eurycea guttolineata - three lined salamander



Plethodon variolatus - South Carolina slimy salamander 

Sirenidae



Siren intermedia - eastern lesser siren 

Anura - Frogs (11 species)

Bufonidae


Bufo quercicus – oak toad



Bufo terrestris - southern toad 
Hylidae



Acris gryllus - southern cricket frog 



Hyla cinerea - green treefrog 



Hyla gratiosa – barking treefrog


Microhylidae



Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog


Pelobatidae



Scaphiopus holbrookii - eastern spadefoot 

Ranidae



Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog


Rana clamitans - bronze frog 



Rana utricularia - southern leopard frog 

Reptilia (16 species)

Crocodilia (1 species)


Alligatoridae



Alligator mississippiensis - alligator

Testudines - Turtles (3 species)

Emydidae



Terrapene carolina carolina - eastern box turtle  

Kinosternidae



Kinosternon subrubrum - eastern mud turtle



Sternotherus odoratus - common musk turtle 

Sauria - Lizards (2 species)


Iguanidae (Polychrotidae) 



Anolis carolinensis - green or Carolina anole 
Scincidae



Scincella lateralis - ground skink 

Serpentes - snakes (10  species)

Colubridae



Coluber constrictor priapus - southern black racer 



Diadophis punctatus punctatus - southern ring-neck snake 



Elaphe guttata guttata - corn snake


Nerodia erythrogaster - red-bellied watersnake 



Nerodia fasciata - banded watersnake 


Opheodrys aestivus - keeled green snake 



Thamnophis sauritus sauritus – eastern ribbon snake
Viperidae



Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix - southern copperhead 



Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus - eastern cottonmouth



Crotalus horridus - canebrake rattlesnake 

