Field Notes
Herpetology trip to Francis Marion NF, SC

23-24 October 2015
23 October 2015
Departure from Boone 2:0 PM to meet class at Honey Hill, FMNF, Berkeley Co SC.  Arrived there 8:30 PM to find several vehicles and one van set up
Site 1

SC: Berkeley Co.: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF): Honey Hill Campground, woods along SC 45 near dry pools: near Google Earth (GE) 33° 10.462' N; 79° 33.689' W; elevation 6-8 meters


HERPS:

Scaphiopus holbrookii – Eastern spadefoot toad - several found earlier around camp


Anolis carolinensis – green or Carolina anole seen around camp


SNAILS:


Megapallifera mutabilis – three seen on hollow tree beside camp

Sites 2:

SC: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF): Charleston/Berkeley County line along SC 45 at Wambaw Creek: walkabout along creek, along road and in drier swampy area for about 1.5 hour (near GE 33.149763° N; 79.544469° W; 4 m elevation).  There were many signs of recent severe flooding.  Temperature ca. 55° F.

HERPS:

HERPS:

Hyla squirella – squirrel treefrog – 1 on leaves about 9’ above ground


Rana clamitans – bronze frog – several seen around pools in swampy area along road
Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog – several seen around pools in swampy area along road

Anolis carolinensis – green or Carolina anole – several asleep in low vegetation


SNAILS:

Succineidae – 1 animal under palmetto leaf


Zonitidae – several tiny, glassy shells under palmetto leaf
 
Vertigo species – several under palmetto leaves
 
Gastrocopta species – 1 under palmetto leaf

Mesodon thyroidus – several live animals on concrete sides of bridge

Bufo terrestris – southern toad

Hyla cinerea – live and DOR


Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog

Anolis carolinensis – green or Carolina anole

Nerodia species – shed skin

23 October 2015 (continued) & 24 October 2015
Site 3:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – McConnel’s Landing area – swamp edge and adjacent bluff – 11:00 PM - 1:15 AM near GE 33.243913° N; 79.518798°W ; 0-6 m elevation  – swamp with much water near parking lot and bluff to upland pine forests.  Road was closed for flooding until about a week earlier.
HERPS:

Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog – few seen
Rana clamitans – Bronze frog - several seen

Rana utricularia – Southern leopard frog - several seen 
Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog - several juveniles on forest floor

Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamander – many under logs near swamp and at base of bluff 
 

several active on surface (photo)
Eurycea quadridigitata – dwarf salamander – 2 under logs and 2 active on surface (photo)

Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander - several seen under logs near swamp
Anolis carolinensis – Carolina anole – several seen


Diadophis punctatus punctatus – Southern ring-neck snake - 1 juvenile found under a log
SNAILS:


Euglandina rosea – Rosy wolf snail – 1 stranded on tree in swamp

Philomycus carolinianus – several on tree trunks and logs

Mesomphix globosus – common on tree trunks, many simply hanging by foot without 
 

antennae extended
 
Ventridens intertextus – several on tree trunks

Mesodon thyroidus – one seen on tree trunk
 
Patera perigrapta – several on logs and tree trunks

Triodopsis hopetonensis – several on tree trunks
Xolotrema caroliniense – several on tree trunks
Haploterma concavum – 1 shell found
 

Site 4
SC: Berkeley Co.: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF): Honey Hill Campground, woods along SC 45 near dry pools: near Google Earth (GE) 33° 10.462' N; 79° 33.689' W; elevation 6-8 meters; 2:00 – 3:00 AM.


HERPS:

Rana clamitans – several seen
 
Rana utricularia – several seen

Scaphiopus holbrookii – Eastern spadefoot toad - several found earlier around camp
 
Plethodon variolatus – several seen under logs


Anolis carolinensis – green or Carolina anole seen around camp


SNAILS:


Megapallifera mutabilis – two seen feeding on lion’s mane fungus

24 October 2015
Photo shoot before breakfast included Pseudacris ornata and Sceloporus undulatus from previous day before I arrived
Site 5:
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF FS 204 and FS 5032 (turnoff to Battery Warren): open pine flat with cypress pond depression (clear water): near GE 33°13'22.36"N; 79°32'4.07"W; 2:20-5:00 PM.  Set 2 turtle traps. About 1.5 hours with whole class.
Herps:

Acris gryllus – Southern cricket frog - many beside swamp

 
Bufo terrestris – Southern toad – 1 adult seen partially buried in sandy area (photo)
 
Rana utricularia –several beside pond 
Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander - 6 adult (4 together) under logs 

Plethodon variolatus – several seen

Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Scincella lateralis – several seen
Alligator mississippiensis – 1 partial skeleton found
Snails:

Triodopsis hopetonensis – several from under logs – some may be T. palustris
Site 6:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – McConnel’s Landing area – swamp edge and adjacent bluff – 11:00 AM - 1:15 PM near GE 33.243913° N; 79.518798°W ; 0-6 m elevation  – swamp with much water near parking lot and bluff to upland pine forests.  Placed three turtle traps.  Did show and tell with Mike Martin – included Ophisaurus attenuates, Opheodrys aestivus and Heterodon platirhinos from near McConnel Landing and Heterodon simus from a bit further away in FMNF.
HERPS:


Anolis carolinensis –several seen


Scincella lateralis -  several seen (photo)
Site 7:

SC: Berkeley Co.: USFS rd. 204 at USFS rd. 204 B – small sinkhole pond with a clear water and larger “gator pond” + swampy area. (33.220436° N; 79.505192° W; 8 m elevation)  Water level was much higher than I have ever seen it before.


HERPS:


Bufo terrestris

Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog – several seen 

Hyla chrysoscelis – Cope’s gray treefrog - 1 juvenile seen near parking lot

Rana utricularia – seen


Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander – many larviform (paedomorphic) animals in back 
 

pool – caught by dip netting and Kamikaze kicking of litter
Plethodon variolatus – several found, 1 all black animal (photo)
Sceloporus undulatus – Eastern fence lizard – 1 adult under log
Scincella lateralis – several seen

Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 neonate found under log near water (photo)
24 October 2015 (continued)

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF: USFS 212 ca. 100 m SW of SC 204: about 3:30 PM

Agkistrodon piscivorus – neonate AOR (photos)

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF: USFS 212 ca. 3 mi. SW USFS 204: ca. 4:00


Opheodrys aestivus – AOR

SC: Berkeley Co.: Honey Hill, property of David Dix near junction Halfway Creek Road and SC 45: collected by David Dix.


Agkistrodon contortrix – frozen


Crotalus horridus – frozen

Talked with Davis and his son Stacy for quite a while.  Got confirmation that C. adamantaeus received earlier from Davis was collected at this site.  They also recommended an area called Dark Bay (E of the end of Cemetery Road in Honey Hill) for future attention.  

Checked Ab Abercrombie & Chris Hope’s house in North Charleston and found it to be pretty much as they left it – no water damage.

Returned to Boone 12:15 AM 25 X 2015

Ca. 725 miles driven.

Species Encountered
Amphibia


Anura – frogs and toads






species #


Family Bufonidae - toads

Bufo terrestris – southern toad





1



Family Hylidae – treefrogs and allies




Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog




2
 


Hyla cinerea – green treefrog*





3




Hyla chrysoscelis – Cope’s gray treefrog




4



Hyla squirella – squirrel treefrog




5



Pseudacris ornata – Ornate chorus frog*



6


Family Microhylidae – narrow-mouth frogs




Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog


7


Family Pelobatidae – spade-foot frogs




Scaphiopus holbrookii – eastern spade-foot frog



8


Ranidae – true frogs



Rana catesbeana – bullfrog





9



Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog 




10



Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog




11

Caudata – salamanders



Family Ambystomatidae – mole salamanders









Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamanders



12



Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander



13


Family Plethodontidae – lungless salamanders
 


Desmognathus auriculatus – southern dusky salamander
*

14



Eurycea cirrigera – southern two-lined salamander*







Eurycea quadridigitata – dwarf salamander



15



Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander


16



Stereochilus marginatus – many-lined salamander*


17


Family Sirenidae – sirens




Siren intermedia intermedia – eastern lesser siren*


18

Reptilia


Crocodilia – crocodilians


Family Alligatoridae – alligators and caimans




Alligator mississippiensis – American alligator



19

Squamata – Suborder Sauria – lizards



Family Anguidae – glass lizards and alligator lizards



Ophisaurus attenuatus – eastern slender glass lizard*


20

Family Polychrotidae (or Iguanidae) 



Anolis carolinensis – green anole




21
 


Sceloporus undulatus undulatus – eastern fence lizard


22


Family Scincidae – skinks




Scincella lateralis – ground skink




23
Reptilia

Squamata – Suborder Ophidia – snakes



Family Colubridae – harmless snakes




Coluber constrictor – black racer*




24

 

Diadophis punctatus punctatus – southern ringneck snake

25



Elaphe obsoleta quadrivittata – yellow ratsnake*


26


 
Heterodon platirhinos – eastern hognosed snake*


27



Heterodon simus – southern hognosed snake*



28



Opheodrys aestivus – keeled green snake



29


Family Viperidae – vipers




Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix – southern copperhead
*

30



Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth


31



Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake**



32
‘* Collected before my arrival.
‘** Collected by David Dix.

SNAILS:

Family Haplotrematidae

Haplotrema concavum
Family Philomycidae

Megapallifera mutabilis
 



Philomycus caroliniensis
Family Polygyridae

Mesodon thyroidus 

Patera perigrapta

Triodopsis hopetonensis
Triodopsis palustris?
Xolotrema carolinense


Family Pupillidae

Gastrocopta species 





Vertigo oralis
Family Streptaxidae 

Euglandina rosea 

Family Succinaeidae

Succinea species

Family Zonitidae

Mesomphix globosus
Ventridens intertextus
Small shiny species TBI

 



Mesomphix globosus
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