Field Notes
Herpetology trip to Francis Marion NF, SC

3-6 October 2013
3 October 2013
Departure from Rankin Science Building 12:30 AM with 2 vans and 17 students and 5:45 PM with 1 van and 3 students (total n=20).
Site 1: (with one van-load)
SC: Berkeley Co.: SC 402 at Wadboo Bridge – along roadside and near boat launch ramp in large stream. Searched for over 1 hour.     33o 11’ 45” N ; 79o 57’ 13” W ; 6 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth = GE)


HERPS
Bufo terrestris – southern toad

Hyla cinerea – live and DOR


Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog


Rana clamitans – bronze frog

Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog

Anolis carolinensis – green or Carolina anole

Nerodia species – shed skin

First group arrived at campsite at David Dix’s fish ponds ca 12:00 M to find the later van and the group from ETSU (with Dr. Blaine Schubert).  
4 October 2013
After set-up walkabout:
Site 2:
SC: Berkeley Co.: David Dix property in Honey Hill (33.190379° N ; 79.601189° W ; 8 m elevation GE)  area around fish ponds and adjacent woods and swamp


HERPS:

Bufo terestris – several seen


Hyla cinerea – 1 seen


Hyla femoralis – pine woods treefrog2 captured


Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrowmouth frog – several juveniles seen


Rana catesbeaiana – several seen, including large adults
 
Rana clamitans – several observed

Rana utricularia – several seen

Eurycea quadridigitata – dwarf salamander – several seen active along temporary stream 
 

draining the pond area – 1 courtship sequence observed.


Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander - several seen and one captured by 
 

decaying large Pine log and stump

Anolis carolinensis – seen

FISH:
Gambusia holbrooki – mosquitofish; 
Amia calva – bowfin or mud fish

Catfish; Shiner; Grass carp; green sunfish?

4 October 2013 (continued)
Site 2: (continued)
SNAILS:

Polygyra septemvolva or P. cereolus 

Triodopsis hopetonensis –
Euglandina rosea -

Morning at same site:


HERPS:


Limnaoedus ocularis – little grass frog – 1 beside spigot


Scincella lateralis – ground skink – 2 in camp

Site 3:
First water crossing on USFS 204 E of Chicken Creek Road  (GE 33.215791° N; 79.565047° W; 
 10 m elev. GE) set three minnow traps and 3 turtle traps


HERPS:
 
Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Trachemys scripta – yellow-bellied pond slider – seen basking

Site 4:
SC: Berkeley Co.: USFS rd. 204 at USFS rd. 204 B – small sinkhole pond with a little water and larger “gator pond” + swampy area. Set out two turtle traps and 3 minnow traps. (33.220436° N; 79.505192° W; 8 m elevation)

HERPS:


Bufo terrestris

Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog – several seen and illustrated

Hyla femoralis – 1 seen


Rana utricularia – seen


Rana catesbeiana – seen

Rana clamitans – seen

Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander – 1 juvenile found

Plethodon variolatus – 1 all black animal found

Sceloporus undulatus – Eastern fence lizard – 1 adult and 1 juvenile captured

Scincella lateralis – several seen

Diadophis punctatus – southern ring-neck snake
Thamnophis sauritus – eastern ribbon-snake – 1 captured

SNAILS:

Euglandina rosea – rosy wolfsnail

Triodopsis hopetonensis
Philomycus carolinensis

4 October 2013 (continued)

SITE 5: 

SC: Charleston Co.: Santee Coastal Reserve off E. Santee Road E of US 17 – area near E end of main entrance road – edge of cypress swamps for about 1.5 hours – swamp nearly dry with only a few pools near boardwalk: Temperature near 70 F, clear.  Many mosquitoes. (GE 2 m elevation; 33.152111° N; 79.367069°' W)


HERPS:


Acris gryllus – several seen and several examined near swamp


Bufo terrestris –several seen beside swamp along trail


Rana grylio – pig frog – 1 juvenile in ditch beside parking area


Rana utricularia – quite a few seen around pools And ditch, 1 blue one captured

Amphiuma means – two-toed amphiuma – 1 juvenile in drying pool

Plethodon variolatus –several seen

Stereocheilus marginatus – many lined salamander – 1 adult found in drying pool

Siren intermedia intermedia – eastern lesser siren – 3-4 seen in litter at edge of  swamp


Anolis carolinensis – only a couple seen

Eumeces (Plestiodon) laticeps – broad-headed skink – 1 adult female captures

Scincella lateralis – ground skink - several observed

Coluber constrictor – southern black racer – 1 adult seen

Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth - 4 seen 

Sternotherus odoratus – stinkpot – 1 hatchling found at edge of swamp

FISH:


Gambusia, Umbra?, killifish?

Sites 6:

SC: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF): Charleston/Berkeley County line along SC 45 at Wambaw Creek: walkabout along creek, along road and in drier swampy area for about 1.5 hour in late afternoon (near GE 33.149763° N; 79.544469° W; 4 m elevation)

HERPS:

Bufo terrestris

Acris gryllus

Rana catesbeana –several seen along the stream

Rana utricularia – several seen 

Ambystoma opacum - marbled salamander - 1 from Berkeley Co. side
Eurycea quadridigitata – common on both sides

Stereochilus marginatus – 1 larva in leaf pack in stream on Berkeley Co. side

Siren intermedia – 5 small individuals in small pool on Berkeley Co. side and 1 larger individual 
 

on Charleston Co. side

Anolis carolinensis –quite a few seen on vegetation along the road
Carphophis amoenus – eastern worm snake – 1 adult found

Diadophis punctatus – 1 juvenile seen

Farancia abacura – eastern mud snake – adult male found active on the surface on the Berkeley 
 

Co. side

Nerodia fasciata – banded watersnake – 1 juvenile found
Storeria dekayi – brown snake – 1 adult found

Alligator mississippiensis – 1 small individual seen near bridge

4 October 2013 (continued)

Sites 6: (continued)
FISH:

Gambusia, catfish, Umbra

SNAILS:

Vertigo oralis cf - 3  under dead palmetto leaves

Pupisoma dioscoricola – 2 under dead palmetto leaves

Euglandina rosea – live juvenile


Site 7:
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – McConnel’s Landing area – swamp edge and adjacent bluff – 10:00-12:00 M 
near GE 33.243913° N; 79.518798°W ; 0-6 m elevation  – swamp with some water near parking lot and bluff to upland pine forests

HERPS:
Bufo terrestris – several seen
Acris gryllus - several beside swamp
Rana catesbeiana – several seen
Rana clamitans – several seen
Rana utricularia - several seen
Scaphiopus holbrooki – eastern spadefoot toad – several adults and juveniles juveniles active on 
 
forest floor

Gastrophryne carolinensis – several juveniles on forest floor
Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamander – several under logs near swamp and at base of bluff 
Eurycea guttolineata – three-lined salamander – several seen around dry swamp 

Eurycea quadridigitata – dwarf salamander – 2-3 under logs


Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander - many seen under logs near swamp
Anolis carolinensis – Carolina anole – several seen


Nerodia erythrogaster – red-bellied watersnake – 1 juvenile

Opheodrys aestivus – keeled or rough greensnake – 1 asleep near boat ramp

Storeria occipitomaculata – red-bellied snake – 1 juvenile red phase individual

SNAILS:

Megapallifera mutabilis -


Philomycus carolinianus – common on trees and logs

Mesodon thyroidus - several seen
5 October 2013 

Site 3:

Checked traps with no success but did see:


HERPS:


Bufo terrestris

Hyla cinerea

Rana catesbeiana
Anolis carolinensis

Site 7:
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – McConnel’s Landing area – swamp edge and adjacent bluff – 10:00-12:00 M 

near GE 33.243913° N; 79.518798°W ; 0-6 m elevation  – swamp with some water near parking lot and bluff to upland pine forests – daytime visit (Things I either saw or heard about.)
HERPS:

Bufo terrestris –

Acris gryllus – 
Pseudacris brimleyi – Brimley’s Chorus frog – 3 adults and 2 juveniles found

Rana catesbeiana –
Rana clamitans –

Rana utricularia -
Scaphiopus holbrooki –
Gastrophryne carolinensis –
Ambystoma opacum –  
Eurycea guttolineata – 

Eurycea quadridigitata – 


Plethodon variolatus –


Anolis carolinensis – 


Elaphe (Pantherophis) obsoleta quadrivittata – yellow ratsnake – 1 adult seen


Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 seen

SNAILS:


Megapallifera mutabilis -


Philomycus carolinianus – common on trees and logs

Haplotrema concavum – several live ones seen


Mesodon thyroidus- many seen


Neohelix solemi – several seen


Mesomphix globosus – several seen


Xolotrema caroliniense – several


Patera perigrapta – several seen


Ventridens intertextus – several seen
5 October 2013 (continued)

Site 8:
SC: Berkeley Co.: W. T. Gaskins Road neighborhood (near 33.116319° N, 79.644066° W; 11 m elevation GE) area around houses, barns, shops, and swamps

HERPS:
Bufo terrestris – several seen
Rana – carpenter frog – 1 from swamp
Plethodon variolatus – several seen
Anolis carolinensis – several seen

Scincella lateralis – several seen

Coluber constrictor – 3 individuals captures + recently shed skin

Didophis punctatus – 1 seen

Heterodon platirhinos – eastern hog-nosed snake – 1 recently shed skin

Storeria occipitomaculata – 1 adult of red phase

Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix – southern copperhead – 2 under tin in yard
Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake – 1 dead individual
 


SNAILS:
Triodopsis hopetonensis cf. – several in trash pile

Euglandina rosea – several shells seen



Site 9:
SC: Berkeley Co.: Honey Hill David Dix house and vicinity (GE 33.190949° N; 79.577112° W; 20 m elev.)

HERPS:


Farancia abacura – 1 frozen

Lampropeltis getula – common kingsnake – 1 frozen

Nerodia fasciata – 1 frozen
 
Agkistrodon piscivorus – 1 frozen

FISH:


Anguilla rostrata – American eel

Site 10:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF: FS 159 (Yellowjacket Road) first bridge NW of Irishtown Road (GE 33.134231° N; 79.800685° W; 15 m elev.)


HERPS:


Sternotherus odoratus – 1 adult active in stream at night

Site 11:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF FS 159 (Yellowjacket Rd.) at largest bridge (GE 33.136960° N; 79.799001°  W; 9 m elev.) Large open part of Fox Gully Branch.


HERPS:


Rana catesbeiana


Anolis carolnensis

5 October 2013 (continued)
Site 12:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF 159 (Yellowjacket Rd.) at bridge (GE 33.136960° N; 79.799001°  W; 9 m elev.) over W part of Fox Gully Branch (near GE  33.144512°N; 79.790437° W; 10 m elev.).  Walked around gauging station and downstream into the woods.

HERPS:


Plethodon variolatus

Bufo terrestris

Rana catesbeiana

Rana clamitans


Rana utricularia

Anolis carolnensis

Diadophis punctatus
Site 13:
SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF SC 41 at Fox Gully Branch gauging station and vicinity (near GE 33.141589° N; 79.779794° W; 9 m elev.)  Checked out the bridge, culvert and backwater and vicinity.


HERPS:


Anolis carolinensis -


Elaphe obsoleta – 1 juvenile DOR

Site 14:

SC: Berkeley Co: FMNF along Turkey Creek at FS 251F (Irishtown Road) (near GE 33.126306° N; 79.776903°; 14 m elev.)  Evening walkabout into the woods and along the creek.
Herps:

Acris gryllus – seen

Rana catesbeana – several seen along the stream

Rana clamitans – several seen

Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog – several seen 

Plethodon variolatus – seen
Anolis carolinensis – seen
Carphophis amoenus – 1 juvenile found
Agkistrodon contortrix – 2 seen along the road

Terrapene carolina – eastern box turtle – 1 found being eaten by Didelphis virginianus. Since 
 

there were already many maggots there, it is likely that the ‘possum was scavenging.
Snails:

Euglandina rosea – rosy wolfsnail

Philomycus carolinianus – Carolina mantleslug


6 October 2013

Site 2:
SC: Berkeley Co.: David Dix’s fish ponds where we camped


HERPS:
Plethodon variolatus

Bufo terrestris – 
Anolis carolinensis 
Scincella lateralis

Trachemys scripta – yellow-bellied pond slider – 2 in trap
Site 15:
SC: Berkeley Co.: David Dix’s original fish pond (GE 33.193732° N; 79.579628°  W; 12 m elev.)


HERPS:


Trachemys scripta – 5 of various sizes in trap
Site 3:


HERPS:


Amphiuma means – medium sized one in minnow trap


Trachemys scripta – 2 in 1 trap

Site 16:

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF off Old Oak Hill Road ca. ½ mi S. of FS 204  (near GE 33.210999° N; 79.560326° W; 13 m elev.)  Open pine woods with some dead trees with bark still on.


HERPS:


Eumeces (Plestiodon) laticeps – 1 juvenile under bark

Site 4:

Pulled traps.


HERPS:


Sternotherus odoratus – 1 in minnow trap

Site 17:

SC: Berkeley Co.: SC 45 between Honey Hill and Jamestown


HERPS:


Chelydra serpentina – common snapping turtle – 1 on road

Site 18:

SC: Richland Co.: Columbia, Riverbanks Zoo, turtle outdoor rearing area – Visit with Scott Pfaff and herps section.

Invertebrates:


Bipalium species – 3 under flower pot on mulch

Back to Boone before 10:00 PM

Species Encountered
Amphibia


Anura – frogs and toads






species #


Family Bufonidae - toads

Bufo terrestris – southern toad





1



Family Hylidae – treefrogs and allies




Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog




2



Hyla chrysoscelis – Cope’s gray treefrog




3




Hyla cinerea – green treefrog





4




Hyla femoralis – pine woods treefrog




5




Hyla squirella – squirrel treefrog




6




Limnaoedus ocularis – little grass frog




7




Pseudacris brimleyi – Brimley’s chorus frog



8



Family Microhylidae – narrow-mouth frogs




Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog


9


Family Pelobatidae – spade-foot frogs




Scaphiopus holbrookii – eastern spade-foot frog



10


Ranidae – true frogs



Rana catesbeana – bullfrog





11



Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog 




12



Rana grylio – pig frog






13



Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog




14



Rana virgatipes – carpenter frog





15

Caudata – salamanders



Family Ambystomatidae – mole salamanders









Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamanders



16



Ambystoma talpoideum – mole salamander



17


Family Amphiumidae – amphiumas




Amphiuma means – two-toed amphiuma




18



Family Plethodontidae – lungless salamanders




Eurycea guttolineata – three-lined salamander



19



Eurycea quadridigitata – dwarf salamander



20



Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander


21



Stereochilus marginatus – many-lined salamander


22


Family Sirenidae – sirens




Siren intermedia intermedia – eastern lesser siren


23

Reptilia


Crocodilia – crocodilians


Family Alligatoridae – alligators and caimans




Alligator mississippiensis – American alligator



24

Squamata – Suborder Sauria – lizards



Family Polychrotidae (or Iguanidae) 



Anolis carolinensis – green anole




25
 


Sceloporus undulatus undulatus – eastern fence lizard


26


Family Scincidae – skinks




Eumeces (Plestiodon) laticeps – broad-headed skink


27



Scincella lateralis – ground skink




28

Squamata – Suborder Ophidia – snakes



Family Colubridae – harmless snakes




Carphophis amoenus – eastern worm snake



29




Coluber constrictor – black racer




30

 

Diadophis punctatus punctatus – southern ringneck snake

31



Elaphe obsoleta quadrivittata – yellow ratsnake



32


 
Farancia abacura – mud snake





33




Heterodon platirhinos – eastern hognosed snake



34




Lampropeltis getula getula – common kingsnake


35
Nerodia erythrogaster erythrogaster – red-bellied watersnake

36
Nerodia fasciata – banded watersnake
(David Dix)


37
Opheodrys aestivus – keeled green snake



38
Storeria dekayi – brown snake





39



Storeria occipitomaculata – red-belly snake



40



Thamnophis sauritus – ribbon snake




41



Family Viperidae – vipers




Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix – southern copperhead


42



Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth


43



Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake



44

Testudines – turtles


Family Chelydridae – snapping turtles





Chelydra serpentina – common snapping turtle



45


Family Emydidae – common turtles


Terrapene carolina – eastern box turtle




46

Trachemys scripta scripta – yellow-belied slider



47
Family Kinosternidae – mud and musk turtles


Kinosternon bauri – striped mud turtle




48




Kinosternon subrubrum subrubrum – eastern mud turtle


49



Sternotherus odoratus – stinkpot or common musk turtle


50
SNAILS:

Family Haplotrematidae

Haplotrema concavum
Family Philomycidae

Megapallifera mutabilis
 



Philomycus caroliniensis
Family Polygyridae

Mesodon thyroidus 

Neohelix solemi
Patera perigrapta

Triodopsis hopetonensis
 
Xolotrema carolinense


Family Pupillidae

Pupisoma dioscoricola 





Vertigo oralis
Family Streptaxidae 

Euglandina rosea 

Family Succinaeidae

Succinea species

Family Zonitidae

Ventridens intertextus
 



Mesomphix globosus


