The Amphibians and Reptiles of Cat Tien National Park, Vietnam
By R. Wayne Van Devender
 and Elizabeth A. Norman

	Who "we" are:

Although Van Devender and Norman are the primary creators of this Guide, many other persons shared the mixed joys of fieldwork, photography, and composition.  A partial list is provided here.  In the body of the Guide, statements such as "We have observed…" could refer to any of these names: Ab Abercrombie, Randy Babb, Ina Becker, Andrea Bartoletti, Dao Van Hoang, Cynthia Fowler, Chris Hope, Jessica Kohout, Steve Minter,
Paul Moler, David Murphy, Anna Phillips, Gert Polet, Doug Rayner, Phil Wilkinson.
Who has helped us with our work:

We were supported by grants from Wofford College, the Fulbright Foundation, Appalachian State University, and Bishop William Willomon (North Alabama Conference, United Methodist Church).  We also received significant non-monetary support from Cat Tien National Park and World Wildlife Fund, Netherlands.


What is this Guide that you have acquired?

The DVD enclosed in this packet holds four annotated, digital slide shows that we have optimistically termed "books." These slide shows are formatted as PowerPoint presentations and should therefore be accessible to computers equipped with the requisite (and very common) software.  Book 1, Amphibians, covers mostly frogs, but we have also included pictures of Cat Tien's caecilian (a legless amphibian that superficially resembles a bi-colored earthworm). We begin Book 2 with a few pictures of the Siamese crocodile, a native species recently reintroduced to Cat Tien.  Book 2 also covers the turtles that we have observed.  The cross-border trade of turtles into China has adversely affected the populations of these animals throughout Southeast Asia.  Therefore, their status within protected areas (such as Cat Tien) is of particular importance, and we would greatly appreciate any turtle status updates.  Lizards are the subject of Book 3.  Cat Tien has many lizard species, and some of the smaller burrowing varieties are not well-known to science.  Clearly, additional research in this area is needed.  Snakes, the subject of Book 4, are interesting to many people and Cat Tien has lots of different types.  We are sure that our collection of snake photographs is incomplete and would like to obtain pictures from you. 

Each book is organized taxonomically, and before we parade a set of species for your attention, we offer a bullet-point definition of the family they comprise.  Most individual species are presented on two slides.  The first slide will typically show two or three photographs and a one-sentence general statement about the species under consideration.  (E.g., "This large dumpy frog is often found on roads during or after rains.")   The second slide will show at least one additional photograph and will also offer suggestions about how we identified the species.

	More details about species identification and names:
As field herpetologists from the Eastern United States (mostly), we feel bereft without a text like our beloved Conant and Collins.
  Indeed, the lack of a herpetofaunal field guide for Vietnam motivated us to begin the project that has culminated in this Guide. Anyhow, we have struggled in various ways to identify the Cat Tien creatures we've held in our hands.  Wayne Van Devender has made contact with museum herpetologists in Hanoi and has also exported some specimens to the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago.  (Legal international transport of reptiles and amphibians has been difficult, however, and from the beginning we committed ourselves to scrupulous observation of Vietnamese and American laws.)  We have also consulted more scientific papers and monographs than can conveniently be listed in this short introduction.  Nevertheless, we would like to recommend three works that we have found particularly useful:
1.  Chan-ard, T., W. Grossman, A. Gumprecht, and K. Schultz.  1999.  Amphibians and Reptiles of Peninsular Malaysia and Thailand (German title and text are also found in the same volume).  Auflalge.  Wuerselen, Germany.

2.  Cox, M., P. van Dijk, J. Nabhitabhata, and K. Thirakhupt.  1998.  A Photographic Guide to Snakes and other Reptiles of Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand.  New Holland Publishers.  London.
3.  Manthay, U., and W. Grossmann.  1997.  Amphibien & Reptilien Südostasiens.  Natur und Tier Verlag.  Münster, Germany.

Where possible, we have taken or translated English species-names from these references (particularly from Cox et al.), and we have generally reported sizes from these same sources.


What is Cat Tien like, and how did we do our work?

Cat Tien National Park is a large protected area mostly in the southern Vietnamese lowlands.  It has the infrastructure requisite to support international tourists, and formal arrangements can often be made to allow field-scientific work as well.  We shall provide specific details about the Park in a box below.

Many of us are teachers, and we scheduled our trips to Cat Tien at the end of our spring semesters.  In many ways this was appropriate, for our visits typically coincided with the beginning of the summer rains, a time of maximum herpetofaunal activity.  However, if perchance some amphibian or reptile species is not to be found during May or June, well, then we did not find it.  Although we occasionally searched from boats, bicycles, and automobiles, we worked mostly on foot, and many of our surveys were largely conducted within a dozen kilometers of Park headquarters.  We walked mostly on roads and trails, or beside streams, and we were afield mostly at night.  So that academic herpetologists can understand the techniques of our search, we include a few details in a box below.

	Here are some facts about Cat Tien National Park:

· The Park is a World Biosphere Preserve.
· Its area is 70,549 hectares.
· The Park consists of two separate units (Cat Loc and Nam Cat Tien) and occupies portions of three provinces (Dong Nai, Lam Dong, Bin Phuoc).
· Cat Tien National Park is surrounded by a large “buffer zone.”

· The Park consists mostly of lowland tropical forest, but some upland forest is found in Cat Loc Section, and many areas are covered by extensive stands of bamboo.
· The Park includes relatively little permanent open water except for rivers and a few large, perennial streams.
· Rainfall is usually 2300mm to 2850mm meter per year.
· Elevation ranges between 117m and 659m.

· The Park is subject to many human incursions of many different sorts.

Here are some data about our work schedule in Cat Tien:

· 2001:  3 people for 10 days in eastern Nam Cat Tien.
· 2002:  3-6 people for 14 to 21 days in eastern and western Nam Cat Tien and (briefly) in Cat Loc.
· 2004:  4 people for 20 days in eastern and western Nam Cat Tien.
· 2005:  4 people for 12-15 days in eastern and western Nam Cat Tien.

· 2006:  6 people for 18 days in eastern and western Nam Cat Tien.


How we think about this Guide:
We consider this Guide to be our small thank-you present to the people at Cat Tien National Park.  It is a flawed gift and is not yet complete.  We realize that we have thus far failed to observe many species resident in the Park, and these animals are therefore excluded from our tour of digital photographs.  Furthermore, we have probably misidentified a few animals that are included among our annotated photographs.  Nevertheless, we are anxious to rush this Guide into the hands of herpetologists and herp-enthusiasts who may currently be working and playing in southern Vietnam.  We hope that you may become a part of our project and thereby help to make this Guide a more useful tool.
	How you can help us:

We hope to work at Cat Tien again and to learn more about the Park's herpetofauna.  If we do indeed return, we shall make revisions to this Guide as our information accumulates.  More importantly, we want to learn from you.  Therefore, we encourage you to visit Cat Tien (perhaps indeed you have acquired this Guide in the Visitors Center), and we ask that you might share with us observations you make within the Park. We can usually be contacted by e-mail (addresses are given below); digital photo attachments would be helpful.  
(Oh.  In this context we feel obliged to preach a short, parenthetical sermon.  When you deal with wildlife at Cat Tien, two concerns are critical.  First, you should always work safely, being particularly careful with Cat Tien’s several venomous snakes.  Second, you should be respectful of the Park’s rules and wildlife, harming no living things and disturbing them as little as possible. 

A final note on photographs and photo-reproduction:

Although several other photographers have contributed, the pictures in this guide are the intellectual property of Wayne Van Devender and should not be copied without his explicit permission.  The CD Guide as a whole may be reproduced and freely distributed for educational and other non-commercial purposes.

If you decide to send us pictures, please indicate whether we may include them in future editions of this Guide.  Communications sent with pictures should also include pertinent information such as photographer’s name, permission for use (if applicable), date, time, and place of photography, and anything else you might like to tell us.  Communications can be sent to:
vandevenderr@appstate.edu
abercrombiecl@wofford.edu


� Department of Biology, Appalachian State University, Boone, North Carolina 22222.


� Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina 2940x.


� Conant, R., and J. Collins.  1998.  A Field Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians: Eastern and Central North America.  Houghton Mifflin, New York.





