Field Notes
Herpetology trip to Francis Marion NF, SC

9-12 October 2008

9 October 2008
Departure of Group 1 (RWV, Zeb, Shannon, Anthony, and Angela) at 4:45 PM.

10 October 2008

SC: Charleston Co.: Co. Rd 200 N of SC 41

Agkistrodon contortrix – southern copperhead – 1 dead on road (DOR)


Rana catesbeiana – bullfrog - 1 AOR juvenile examined


Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog – alive on road (AOR) & DOR


Hyla cinerea – green treefrog – AOR and DOR

Arrival at campsite ca. 12:30 AM

Site 1

SC: Berkeley Co.: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF): Honey Hill Campground

33o 10’ 29.30” N ; 79o 33’ 46.89” W ; 25 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Bufo terrestris – southern toad -several around campsite

Scaphiopus holbrooki – eastern spadefoot frog - 1 adult under picnic table

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – SC 45 ca. 2 mi E Honey Hill Campground – 


Nerodia fasciata – banded water snake – 1 DOR

Site 2

SC: Francis Marion National Forest (FMNF) Berkeley and Charleston county line along SC 45 at Wambaw Creek: walkabout for about 1 hour

33o 09’ 01” N ; 79o 32’ 39” W ; 14 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)
Alligator mississippiensis – American alligator - 2 seen under bridge

Anolis carolinensis – green anole - many seen on vegetation along the road

Opheodrys aestivus – keeled green snake - 1 asleep in bush in creek

Hyla cinerea – several DOR seen
Up for breakfast by 8:00 and on to McClellanville Ranger Station

10 October 2008 - Continued

Site 3

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF: FS 212 1.8 mi. N of SC 45 – pine and wiregrass area with red-cockaded woodpecker trees – a few scattered dead trees visible – 10:00 AM-12:30 PM

33o 09’ 06” N ; 79o 30’ 20” W ; 14 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Bufo terrestris – 1 adult active on surface


Hyla squirella – squirrel treefrog – several juveniles found along the roadside ditch


Hyla femoralis – pine woods treefrog – 1 juvenile found at base of pine tree


Anolis carolinensis


Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides – scarlet kingsnake – 1 adult female under bark on dead pine 


tree – had large meal in stomach


Storeria dekayi – brown snake – 1 under bark on downed pine log


Sus scrofa – feral pig – 1 skull found

SNAILS:


Euglandina rosea – rosy wolf snail – juvenile on a log


Triodopsis hopetonensis – 2 shells seen under bark on rotten log

Group two (Monique, Danielle, David, Meagan, Kari, Katy, Emily, Carra, Randi) left for FMNF at 1:00 PM.

Site 4

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Huger Landing Picnic area – cleared area and road down to boat launching ramp – in and after rain  33o 07’ 41” N ; 79o 49’ 01” W ; 14 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Hyla cinerea – 1 seen beside water well

Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog – 1 juvenile at base of stump in open
 
 area

Anolis carolinensis

Scincella lateralis – ground skink – 1 seen beside road

Site 5

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at Yellowjacket Road – set 4 mesh minnow traps  33o 08’ 44” N ; 79o 47’ 21” W ; 19 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Tadpoles under bridge –


Rana catesbeaina – brownish green with scattered discrete dark spotting on body and tail


Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog – like above but without the conspicuous spotting


Hylidae – very different shape but not differentiated

Site 6

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at SC 41 – set three minnow traps

33o 08’ 30” N ; 79o 46’ 48” W ; 19 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)


Hyla cinerea – DOR

Anolis carolinensis 

Nerodia erythrogaster – small DOR

10 October 2008 - Continued

Site 7

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch at Lotti Road – set two minnow traps


33o 08’ 28” N ; 79o 47’ 27” W ; 9 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)


Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth - 1 juvenile active below spillway

Discovered that the BBQ place for rendezvous was closed, so temporized before meeting for dinner at Chinese restaurant in Monck’s Corner.

Site 8

SC: Berkeley Co.: SC 402 at Wadboo Bridge – along roadside and near boat launch ramp in large stream. Searched for over 1 hour.     33o 11’ 45” N ; 79o 57’ 13” W ; 6 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Hyla cinerea – live and DOR


Anolis carolinensis 


Opheodrys aestivus – 3 of the 4 seen collected for student collections


Alligator mississippiensis – 2 seen in pond on W end of road side

Site 6

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at SC 41 – set three minnow traps


nothing but crayfish and minnows in traps

Site 5

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at Yellowjacket Road – 


Sternotherus odoratus – stinkpot or common musk turtle - 2 males and 1 female in two traps in 


pond area

10 October 2008 - Continued

Site 7

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch at Lotti Road – one trap missing – one empty


Rana catesbeana - large adult caught in spillway area – another seen

Many frogs on road to camp from the Huger area.

Too tired and wet to continue into the wee hours so went to bed.

11 October 2008
Up for breakfast by 8:00 or so.

Chris Hope (College of Charleston) and C. L. “Ab” Abercrombie (Wofford College) arrived to participate in the hunt.

Site 9

SC: Charleston Co.: Santee Coastal Reserve off E. Santee Road E of US 17 – area near E end of main entrance road – pond (full), roadside under magnolia and live oaks, edge of cypress swamps for about 3 hours  33o 09’ 11” N ; 79o 22’ 05” W ; 8 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog – many seen and examined near pond


Bufo terrestris – several seen beside pond and along road


Hyla crucifer – spring peeper - 1 reported from along the road


Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog – quite a few seen escaping into the forest and pools


Rana grylio – pig frog - 1 tadpole that was probably this species collected in canal beside cypress 


swamp


Siren intermedia – eastern lesser siren - over 15 seen in shallow ditch and swamp edge


Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander – several of both color morphs (all black 


and speckled with yellowish white) found under logs near swamps


Stereocheilus marginatus – many lined salamander – 3 found in shallow backwater near cypress 


swamp

Anolis carolinensis


Scincella lateralis – quite a few seen along road and edge of field


Eumeces laticeps – broad-headed skink – several seen but none captures


Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – 1 emaciated older juvenile found beside cypress swamp


Opheodrys aestivus – 1 juvenile found active in grassy area


SNAILS:


Euglandina rosea – rosy wolf snail – juvenile and adult on trees

Site 10

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – FS 204 ant FS204 A – sinkhole beside road – 25 minutes

33o 13’ 16” N ; 79o 30’ 16” W ; 25 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)


Gastrophryne carolinensis – many larvae


Hyla squirella or H. femoralis – many tadpoles and a few tiny metamorphs

SNAILS:


Triodopsis hopetonensis – several dead shells around edge of sinkhole 

11 October 2008 – Continued

Site 11

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – McConnell Landing area – swamp edge and adjacent bluff – 2:00-4:30 PM

33o 14’ 40” N ; 79o 31’ 14” W ; 18-25 ‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Scaphiopus holbrooki – huge numbers of newly metamorphosed individuals all around W end of 

swamp. 1 adult found under a log

Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamander – many under logs near swamp and at base of bluff – 


males with very white crossbands and females with grayish crossbands - photos
Eurycea cirrigera – southern two-lined salamander – at least one seen at edge of swamp

Eurycea guttolineata – three-lined salamander – many seen around swamp including some 



actively cruising


Plethodon variolatus – many seen under logs near swamp – several all black ones


Anolis carolinensis


Scincella lateralis


SNAILS:


Euglandina rosea – rosy wolf snail – juvenile and adult on trees

Mesodon thyroidus – 

Neohelix solemi –

Ventridens intertextus –

Mesomphix globosus -

Philomycus carolinianus – two clutches of eggs + several adults and juveniles – photos

Euconulus fulvus – 2 on dead snag with Philomycus 

Site 3

Returned snakes from yesterday - photos

Site 6

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at SC 41 – 


Water much higher and traps missing.

Site 7

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch at Lotti Road – 


Water much higher and all traps missing.


Lynx rufus – bobcat – in road near site

Site 5

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Fox Gully Branch gauging station at Yellowjacket Road – 


Water much higher and 2 traps missing.


Sternotherus odoratus – 1 female in trap


Leech – 1 in trap

Back to camp for dinner in the rain

11 October 2008 – Continued

Road cruising along SC 45 and Co Rd 200:


Hyla cinerea – 


Hyla gratiosa –


Bufo terrestris -


Scaphiopus holbrooki –


Rana catesbeana –


Rana utricularia –


Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides – 1 DOR – SC: Berkeley Co.: SC 45 near Wambaw Creek

Nerodia erythrogaster erythrogaster – adult AOR – “released”

Back to camp around 12 M for some rest. Another several inches of rain fell in the night.

12 October 2008
Got up near dawn to get started on breakfast and camp breaking.  Students who partied the night before were late risers.
Site 12

Stopped at David Dix house to check on snakes from near his house in Honey Hill, Berkeley Co., SC, in freezer:   33o 11’ 27” N ; 79o 34’ 37” W ; 40‘ elevation  (Google Earth)

Nerodia fasciata – banded water snake


Crotalus adamantaeus – eastern diamondback rattlesnake


Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake


And more

SC: Berkeley Co.: FMNF – Co. Rd 200 – 


Coluber constrictor – southern black racer - DOR

Stopped at Chris Hope’s house in North Charleston to pick up frozen snakes, Heloderma, Tiliqua, and two ratsnakes (Elaphe obsoleta ssp.) heterozygous for albinism.

Proceeded to Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia for visit with Scott Pfaff – 1:30-4:30 PM.
Returned to Boon before 8:00 PM 

Species Encountered
Amphibia


Anura – frogs and toads






species #


Family Bufonidae - taods

Bufo terrestris – southern toad





1



Family Hylidae – treefrogs and allies




Acris gryllus – southern cricket frog




2




Hyla cinerea – green treefrog





3




Hyla crucifer – spring peeper 





4




Hyla femoralis – pine woods treefrog




5




Hyla gratiosa – barking treefrog





6




Hyla squirella – squirrel treefrog




7



Limnaoedus ocularis – little grass frog – heard calling


8


Family Microhylidae – narrow-mouth frogs

Gastrophryne carolinensis – eastern narrow-mouth frog


9


Family Pelobatidae – spadefoot frogs




Scaphiopus holbrooki – eastern spade-foot frog



10


Ranidae – true frogs



Rana catesbeana – bullfrog





11



Rana clamitans clamitans – bronze frog 




12




Rana grylio – pig frog –possible tadpole




13



Rana utricularia – southern leopard frog




14

Caudata – salamanders



Family Ambystomatidae – mole salamanders




15



Ambystoma opacum – marbled salamanders



16


Family Plethodontidae – lungless salamanders




Eurycea cirrigera – southern two-lined salamander


17



Eurycea guttolineata – three-lined salamander



18



Plethodon variolatus – South Carolina slimy salamander


19



Stereochilus marginatus
- many lined salamander


20


Family Sirenidae – sirens




Siren intermedia – eastern lesser siren




21
Reptilia


Crocodilia – crocodilians


Family Alligatoridae – alligators and caimans




Alligator mississippiensis – American alligator



22

Squamata – Suborder Sauria – lizards



Family Polychrotidae (or Iguanidae) 



Anolis carolinensis – green anole




23


Family Scincidae – skinks




Eumeces laticeps – broad-head skink (seen only)



24



Scincella lateralis – ground skink




25

Squamata – Suborder Ophidia – snakes



Family Colubridae – harmless snakes




Coluber constrictor – southern black racer (DOR)


26



Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides – scarlet kingsnake


27



Nerodia erythrogaster – red-bellied water snake



28



Nerodia fasciata – banded watersnake




29



Opheodrys aestivus – keeled green snake



30



Storeria dekayi – brown snake





31


Family Viperidae – vipers




Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix – southern copperhead


32



Agkistrodon piscivorus piscivorus – eastern cottonmouth


33



Crotalus adamanteus – eastern diamond-back rattlesnake*

34



Crotalus horridus – canebrake rattlesnake*



35

Testudines – turtles


Family Kinosternidae – mud and musk turtles




Sternotherus odoratus – stinkpot or common musk turtle


36

SNAILS:


Euglandina rosea 

Mesodon thyroidus 

Neohelix solemi
Xolotrema carolinense
Ventridens intertextus
Mesomphix globosus
Philomycus caroliniensis
Euconulus fulvus
